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Changes in the social status of the population
in the post-Yugoslav period and the impact on
housing in Belgrade

In the post-socialist period, there were many changes in the post-Yugo-
slav region. The dissolution of the state and the civil war were just some
of the most important events. The successor states went through the
post-socialist transition at a different pace. The political and economic
transition had a significant impact on the social status of the popu-
lation. According to numerous international urban studies, there is a
causal relationship between the social status of the population and
the housing situation. Looking at the social status of the population in
Belgrade, it is obvious that the social status decreases from the centre
to the periphery. The housing situation in Belgrade is very heterogene-
ous. First, there is a historical centre filled with buildings from different
eras: from the pre-World War Il period, from the socialist period and
from the post-socialist period. Secondly, there are socialist neighbour-
hoods that surround the historic core of the city. Finally, there are the
neighbourhoods on the periphery, which are mostly informally built.
The withdrawal of the state and the reintroduction of market mech-
anisms in the housing sector, drastic proportions of owner-occupied
housing, the expansion of illegal construction activity, international
isolation during the 1990s and the subsequent reconnection to the
global economy, albeit with extremely weakened institutions, char-
acterised post-socialist housing and urban development in Belgrade.
Added to this was another wave of demographic pressure from the
former Yugoslav republics and Kosovo. Through the lens of social
status and housing situation, we observe the patterns of residential
segregation in the post-socialist period. Due to the incomparability of
statistical data from different periods, we use a combination of sourc-
es and research approaches. The first two decades of the post-socialist
period were analysed at the level of census units, using data on the
education of the population as a proxy for their social status.

Keywords: Housing, social status, residential segregation, gentrifica-
tion, Belgrade
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