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Abstract

The age structure of the population of Eastern Serbia is influenced by both components of population dynamics
and inherited age composition, ie demographic inertia. The unfavorable age structure of the population of East-
ern Serbia is the result of a long-term decline in fertility and its retention at a very low level, as well as specific
socio-cultural patterns that are direct reflection on the model of reproduction for over a century. This paper
examines the reasons and consequences of the current unfavorable demographic trends from the point of view
of ethno demographic differentiation that points to the significantly unfavorable age structure of the Vlachs
compared to the Serbian population. Demographic aging indicators such as average age, age group structure
and ageing index unambiguously demonstrate the long-lasting and intense process of biological depopulation
of the Vlach population, as well as the general demographic erosion of the population of Eastern Serbia that has
become an irreversible process that can no longer be influenced by any measure of population policy.

Keywords: Age structure, Eastern Serbia, Vlachs, population dynamics, ethno demography

Introduction

Since the 19th century, territory of Eastern Serbia is characterized by a long-term decline of
fertility and depopulation process, which has led to the early emergence of the aging process,
which today represents one of the most significant demographic challenges in this area. As
such a serious problem, especially from the perspective of the existence of a differential eth-
no-demographic development of the Serbian and Vlach populations, it is justified the scien-
tific commitment to this topic. Continuity in adverse demographic trends, a low fertility rate
that has lasted for more than a century, especially with big population emigration since the
second half of the 20th century, has intensified the aging of the population, whose indicators
imply irreversible demographic erosion of this part of Serbia. In scientific considerations,
the influence of specific socio-cultural and general social norms of the ethnically heteroge-
neous population of Eastern Serbia occupies a special place in the study of demographic
development. For example, the existence of marked differences in demographic trends be-
tween Serbian and Vlachs population of Eastern Serbia can clearly show the importance of
ethno-demographic diversity, represented through historical and socio-cultural differences,
for its overall demographic development. In the historical context, the territory of Eastern
Serbia represented the contact place of different groups of people, and specific geographical
position influenced its socio-cultural, economic and demographic isolation.
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There are several divergent theories about the origins of Vlachs in Eastern Serbia. Most au-
thors agree that Vlachs originate from the Romanized Thracian Tribals and Celtic Skordis.
However, regarding the temporal framework of their migration to this territory, as well as
the ethnonym of the word Vlach, there are huge scientific disagreements, ranging from the
attempt of their complete Romanization and the establishment of equality in the Vlach and
Roman ethnonyms, till emphasizing the importance of the frequency of migration during the
Turkish period, by which was broken the continuity of the Old Balkan Vlachs with Eastern
Serbia Vlachs (Knezevi¢, 2010).

The characteristic ethno-demographic dichotomies of the Vlach and Serbian population in
Eastern Serbia, as well as the early occurrence of the transition of fertility and depopulation
in this area, have attracted a huge scientific attention. It should be noted that in 1866 Stevan
Macej pointed to the occurrence of fertility decline and depopulation in the Svrljig area. Nu-
merous scientific works have focused on finding the reasons for the negative demographic
tendencies in Eastern Serbia, especially by investigating the reasons for the intense decline
and limitation of fertility in the Vlach population. On the other hand, there are the theories of
Dragi¢ M. (1974) and Vesi¢ M. (1978) on the importance of infectious diseases spreading,
primarily syphilis, in the 19th century precisely in those areas where fertility was the lowest.
There is also the theory of Pordevi¢ T. (1941), who points out that the population conscious-
ly has limited the fertility through the abortion so that limited agricultural land would not
be divided and would not bring the misery and poverty to the family. He does not consider
the phenomenon of birth limitation as an asocial behavior, but as socio-economic conditions
in the agriculture. It is an indisputable fact that today there is an ethnic symbiosis between
Vlachs and Serbs in this region, within which they increasingly accept Serbian socio-cultural
heritage and language. This is supported by the fact that according to the results of contem-
porary censuses of Serbia, number and participation of the declared Vlachs is negligible,
which was not the case in the censuses conducted in the Principality, that is, the Kingdom of
Serbia, especially in the period 1850-1900. According to the census results from the 1866,
Vlachs in the Principality of Serbia were the largest ethnic minority with a participation of
about 10%, while at the beginning of the 20th century the population with Romanian native
language in Serbia was about 120,000.

Data regarding the components of natural movement of the population from the end of 19th
and the first half of 20th century indirectly indicate the existence of ethno-demographic
diversity in the birth rate values of the studied region. The results showed that this region,
together with the city of Belgrade, had significantly lower values than the national average.
However, in Eastern Serbia there are areas populated by predominantly Vlach populations
whose levels of natural increase were 1/5 lower than in the Pomoravlje area, which was pre-
dominantly populated by Serbs. During the inter-census period 1921 - 1931, the population
of this area was increased by 17.4%, but more than half of the total growth was achieved
only in the districts of Ni§ and Pomoravlje, where the participation of the Vlach population
was negligible. The data at the lower territorial level allows us to determine that in some
districts the growth rate was only a few percent, while in the Svrljig area already during the
1920s there were reports of population decline (Knezevi¢, 2013). Therefore, the analysis of
differences in demographic characteristics of the population by national or religious affili-
ation is of paramount importance in ethnically heterogeneous societies (Mihajlovi¢, 2014).
Through the work of many researchers it was pointed out the significant impact of ethnicity
on fertility levels (Koytcheva&Philipov, 2008), mortality (Powers et al, 2006) or educational
attainment (Spielauer, 2010).This shows that national or religious affiliation has an impact
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both on the direct factors of the aging process (fertility and mortality) and on other socio-cul-
tural characteristics of the population which can indirectly influence the intensification of
the depopulation and ageing process. This influence is mainly manifested indirectly through
the cross-social norms and codes that underlie the behavior of individuals within the family,
local community or society as a whole (Radovanovi¢, 2004).

The example of ethnic differentiation of Eastern Serbia clearly shows the impact of dif-
ferent social norms on the disparate demographic development of the Serbian and Vlach
populations. Such differences in the components of population dynamics have a long term
character; however, despite the reduction of socio-cultural differences and overall integra-
tion of the Vlach population into the Serbian ethnos, the differences are still present today.
Therefore, we can say that in addition to demographics, the changes in the Vlach population
were influenced also by some non-demographic factors, where the change in the attitude
when declaring one’s own nationality had a significant role. The ethnic flotation of Vlachs on
the territory of Serbia represent a more recent phenomenon given that, based on the census
statistics in the period 1834 - 1910, the population who spoke the Romanian mother tongue
showed a hundred-year increasing trend without significant fluctuations in numbers. On the
other hand, the censuses conducted during the period of socialist Yugoslavia recorded irreg-
ularities in the oscillation of the Vlach population and the reasons of their flotation were not
easy to define and explain. Therefore, these data represent an unreliable basis for the further
demographic research (Knezevi¢, 2017). Therefore, the central question that challenges this
paper is whether and how the restrictive reproductive model of the minority Vlach popu-
lation have influenced the demographic trends of the majority Serb population in Eastern
Serbia.

Methodology

This paper analyzes the ethno-demographic aspects of the Eastern Serbia population ageing.
The standard indicators of population ageing such as average age, age groups, ageing index
and more, are applied.

In this research, the data from census and vital statistics of the Republic Bureau of Statistics
for the period from the sixties of the 20th century to the last conducted census in the Re-
public of Serbia, performed in 2011 was used. The vital statistics in the post-World War 11
period were subject to methodological changes, especially in the period 1965-1970, when
the collection and publication of vital statistics data by nationality was suspended. This is es-
pecially important for all those national communities that have achived certain demographic
changes in the period, and especially for those who, during the time, have shown the flotancy
(Knezevi¢, 2010).

The spatial scope of this research is 23 municipalities and cities Ni§ and Pozarevac, or 6
districts, where Brani¢evo, Bor and Zajecar districts are fully included, while Pomoravlje,
Nis$ and Rasina are only partially represented (Knezevi¢, 2013). The complexity of defining
Eastern Serbia’s borders is supported by different opinions in the scientific world; they talk
about what territory it really is and what Eastern Serbia’s borders are. Thus Vasovi¢ (1965)
considers Eastern Serbia as a special macro-region consisting of four mezo-regional envi-
ronments, while according to Markovi¢ (1985) Eastern Serbia is a specific area that extends
between Pomoravlje and the borders of Romania and Bulgaria. None of these regionaliza-
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tions include Stig, Brani¢evo with transitional areas Danube towards the Pannonian Basin,
then the Great and South Pomoravlje and PoniSavlje. In the broadest sense, classical regional
geography considers Eastern Serbia as a region consisting of two parts, the Carpathian and
Balkan regions of Serbia (Knezevi¢, Vojkovié, 2015).

For this paper were used well-known methods of demographic analysis such as demograph-
ic, comparative and statistician method, as well as methods for considering of the directions
and intensity of demographic aging. One of many contemporary methodological approaches
to the study of demographic aging is certainly the stages of demographic age of G. Penev.
This methodological approach to the study of the phenomenon of demographic aging of
some space contains within itself all the characteristics of population dynamic. The advan-
tage of this method is the existence of five different indicators (average age, participation of
the population younger than 20 years, participation of population younger than 40 years, par-
ticipation of population older than 60 years, and ageing index), by which should be avoid-
ed a wrong conclusion in case of a significant change in the age structure of the studied
population and more precisely shown the vitality of the population. Based on the values of
these indicators, populations according to the archived demographic age can be classified
into seven different stages. Although this methodological approach more clearly indicates
the level of population ageing, it cannot give us the answer to the question of the influence
of specific demographic development of Vlach population on the Eastern Serbia population
ageing process (Penev, 1995).

Therefore, it is necessary to develop a special methodological approach that can more pre-
cisely indicate the presence of the influence of the restrictive reproductive model of the mi-
nority Vlach population on the demographic trends of the total population of Eastern Serbia.
Special attention should be paid to the problem of the ethnic flotant nature of the Vlach pop-
ulation within the census and vital statistics. The emergence of intense ethnic flotation from
the 1953 Census to the present day, has a huge influence on the scientific precision regarding
the actual number and participation of Vlachs in some municipalities. This consequently
affects the possibility of examining the influence of the characteristic reproductive norms
of the Vlach population on the demographic development of the majority Serbian popula-
tion. A similar problem arises with the use of vital statistics data according to a nationality,
since the hiding, in the case of Vlach, of real nationality during the vital events is even more
expressed. This situation requires the development of an indirect methodological approach
of measuring the demographic indicators of the Vlach population. The development of a
methodological approach starts from the analysis of data from the 2002 Census according to
the national characteristics of the population, which showed that the Vlachs make up the ma-
jority of the 42 settlements located within 10 municipalities of Eastern Serbia. Within these,
10 settlements from 8 different municipalities were selected, and compared to 10 settlements
in the same municipalities, in which the Serb population has the majority'. For the scientific
precision, settlements with a similar number of residents were selected, and the data from
the most recent 2011 census were used. With this approach should be shown whether there
are discrepancies in the values of ageing indicators between the Serb and Vlach populations,

1 In this research we chose Vlach settlements Krivaca (Golubac), Bukovska (Kucevo), Glogovica (Zajecar),
Luka (Bor), Isakovo (Cuprija), Dubodane (Zajedar), Kladurovo (PetrovacnaMlavi), Brodica (Kugevo),
Aleksandrovac (Negotin), Sige (Zagubica). Selected Serbian settlements are Vinci (Golubac), Kucajna
(Kuéevo), Koprivnica (Zajecar), Ostrelj (Bor), Ostrikovac (Cuprija), Trnavac (Zajecar), Dubocka (Petrovac na
Milavi), Misljenovac (Kuéevo), Dupljane (Negotin) iKrupaja (Zagubica).
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and whether the minority Vlach population has an impact on shaping the ethno-demographic
development of the majority Serb population.

Problem of the research of ethno-demographic processes in a certain territory is also contrib-
uted by frequent administrative - territorial changes, which made the statistical comparison
of the number of inhabitants at different territorial levels difficult. Thus, the biggest changes
occurred in the 20th century, with the abolition of the districts, which represented territorial
units that were valid until then, with the transition to municipalities since the 1961 census.
Therefore, the period from the sixties of the 20th century provides adequate comparabil-
ity of census data and does not require their subsequent reconciliation (Knezevi¢, 2014).
The application of subjective character in expressing nationality significantly influences the
fluctuations in the number of certain ethnic groups, because official statistics collects and
processes data regarding the “nationally declared” population, which does not represent an
equal number of persons with the same ethnic origin (Knezevi¢, 2011). Changes in the dec-
laration of nationality have affected the quality and accuracy of the statistical records.

The central question that challenges this paper is whether and how the restrictive reproduc-
tive model of the minority Vlach population affected the demographic trends of the majority
Serb population in Eastern Serbia, or, whether the differential fertility rates of the Vlach pop-
ulation affected the rapid ageing process in that population and that the reproductive norms
could have been taken over by the majority Serb population.

In this context, the expected result of this research is the existence of the influence of specific
demographic development of the Vlach population on the demographic development of the
total population, or the existence of a result that will prove that the reproductive model of the
Vlach population has been accepted by the Serb population.

Results and discussion

Reproduction of the population insufficient for simple regeneration, negative rates of natural
increase and demographic ageing of the population represent the most significant problems
of demographic development of Eastern Serbia. It also needs to be considered the fact that it
is a boundary territory whose ageing can cause additional geopolitical problems. Although
the ageing process of the population is a normal process present worldwide (Turkulov et al,
2007), in 2011 the age structure of Eastern Serbia indicated a strong and continuous process
of demographic ageing. Such an unfavorable age structure examines the economic sustain-
ability of the territory.

Eastern Serbia stands out as location where the processes of depopulation and ageing began
earlier than in the other parts of Serbia. Due to specific socio - cultural norms, which are
especially expressed in the Vlach population in the form of birth control and introduction
of a unique system ofone child (Knezevi¢, 2013). These factors influenced not only the de-
population of the studied area, but also the continuous decrease of the fertile contingent
and unfavorable disproportion in the age structure in favor of the increasing old population.
The population of the region of Eastern Serbia, in average, is 3.5 years older than the total
Serbian population (45.7 years versus 42.2 years) and has over than 7% more inhabitants
which are older than 60 years (24.7% vs. 31.8%). However, data regarding more intensive
ageing compared to demographically aged Serbia conceal the existence of differences in
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demographic development and intensity of population ageing between the Serbs and Vlachs
of Eastern Serbia.
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Graphl.Age groups ofpopulation of Eastern Serbia, Graph2.Age groups ofpopulation of Eastern Serbia,
by selected municipalities, 1961 by selected municipalities 2011
Source: Republic Bureau of Statistics: Census of population 1961, Age and sex — results for settlementsand
Census of Population, Households and Dwellings 2011, Age and sex — results for settlements

The basic indicator of differences in the demographic development of two different national
communities is the existence of differences in the intensity of population decline. Among the
few municipalities with the most intensive population decline during the period 1961 - 2011,
two of three are with the majority Vlach population (Boljevac and Zagubica). For the entire
period 1961 - 2011, the region of Eastern Serbia experienced a decline of approximately
12%, within its 25 municipalities and cities only three experienced a population increase,
while 1/3 of the municipalities lost about half of their population during the half-century.
When analyzing the importance of ethno-demographic diversity on population movements,
the results says that this region would certainly experience depopulation, and if we exclude
the results for the four municipalities where Vlachs are the most concentrated, the decline
would be lower, it would be about 7%.

Previously presented values indicate the existence and intensification of the demographic
ageing process. Given the perceived differences between the Serbian and Vlach populations,
we expect that the similar tendencies will emerge in indicators of the ageing process. To
define the movement of the population ageing level, we used percent indicators of large age
groups with an emphasis on the increase in the proportion of persons over 60 years. Data
from the 1961 census showed that Eastern Serbia had a larger proportion of the old popula-
tion than the average of the Republic of Serbia. Even then, significant intra-regional differen-
tiation regarding the participation of the old people in the population was noticeable (Graph
1). In our analysis, data from the municipalities of Boljevac, Zagubica, PetrovacnaMlavi,
Aleksinac, Cuprija and Para¢in were used. In the example of selected municipalities, it was
shown that the ethnic diversity have a significant impact on the level of the ageing process.
The municipality of Boljevac, which today has the most Vlachs population, had an eight
percent lower number of young people comparing to than demographically the youngest
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municipality in the area - Para¢in. According to the 2011 census, almost 32% of Eastern
Serbia’s population was older than 60 years. On the other hand, the number of young people
from 0 to 19 years - 17.9% which is an indicator of a very progressive process of demograph-
ic ageing. Also, within the seven-stage scale of the demographic age stage, almost all of the
municipalities of Eastern Serbia in 2011 are in the last, most unfavorable stage of the deepest
demographic age. Also, the remaining four municipalities (Parac¢in, Bor, Ni§ and Pozarevac)
are not distinguished by the positive values of the population ageing indicators, since they
are at one stage before the deepest demographic age - the stage of deep demographic age.

Within the electoral districts, all municipalities experienced a doubling of the participation
of the old population, while in the Para¢in municipality, the participation of persons over 60
years of age is tripled (Graph 2). Differences in the ageing process according to ethnicity
were continued until the 2011 census, so that the two municipalities with the majority Vlach
population have double more old population compared to the young population. In addition
to the traditional forms of fertility restriction, a key cause of such disparities in the values
of the participation of old people is the mass migration of Vlach population from the 1960s.
In the period from 1961 to 2011, the migration balance of Eastern Serbia was negative and
amounted -11163 inhabitants (Knezevi¢, 2013). The actual number of persons who perma-
nently left the studied region is actually much higher given that according to the 2011 cen-
sus, 104493 persons were on temporary work and stay abroad, representing 11,37% of the
total population of Eastern Serbia. In addition, the age structure of the migrant Vlach popu-
lation is a major problem. Although the deterministic basis is that the migrant population is
younger than the permanent population, in the example of Vlach, the difference is more than
15 years (Stankovi¢, 2014). While the total Vlach population is one of the oldest nationali-
ties in the territory of Serbia, the average age of its migrant population is approximately the
national average for that type of population.

Figure 1. Population aging indicators in selected settlements with majority Serb and Vlach population, 2011

Average Large age groups (%) Ageing

age 0-19 20-59 60+ index
Eastern Serbia 45,8 18,2 50,4 31,4 1,82
Serb;?:njfttle' 47,5 17,3 47,6 35,1 2,03
Vlachsettlements 48,7 16,6 44,7 38,7 2,33

Source: Republic Bureau of Statistics,Population of the Republic of Serbia by sex and age, 2011

As it was pointed out in the methodological bases of this paper, the starting hypothesis and
central question of the work is whether the restrictive reproductive model of the minority
Vlach population has influenced the geographical trends of the majority Serbian population
in Eastern Serbia. We could certainly come to a partial answer to that question by confirm-
ing the existence of a correlation between the values of the indicators of population growth
and decline and the aging process, and the municipalities with the highest participation of
Vlach population. The previous analysis was carried out at the municipal level, based on the
date of census statistics of the participation of Serbs and Vlachs population. However, this
type of analysis, due to the high flotation of the Vlach population, especially in the second
half of the 20th century, can give a distorted picture of the cause-and-effect relationships of
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demographic development and ethnic diversity. When trying to use the Vital Statistics data
as a marker of the influence of the minority population on the demographic development of
the majority, appears the problems of higher ethnicity hiding of Vlach population, this is why
they cannot be used in the analysis.

For the above mentioned reasons, as a basic method of testing the central hypothesis, we will
use the indirect inference method based on the data about demographic characteristics of the
population of selected majority Serb and Vlach settlements, as detailed in the methodology.
Due to specific socio-cultural norms, municipalities with a significant participation of Vlach
population in continuity have a lower birth rate, and the fact that they were first to experience
the processes of depopulation and demographic aging, clearly indicate an ethno-demograph-
ic impact in differentiated population development in an area such as Eastern Serbia (Figure
1). However, these data do not give us insight into whether the restrictive reproductive mod-
el of Vlachs had any effect on changing fertility norms, and later on the overall demographic
development of the majority Serb population. Before analyzing the obtained results by using
the indirect method, it should be emphasized that the Serb population of Eastern Serbia is
predominantly populated by migrants from Kosovo and Metohija and Vardar, whose fertil-
ity norms were significantly higher than the Vlach’s when immigrating to the studied area
(Knezevi¢, 2013). Further historical and demographic development of both ethnic groups
caused different timelines and reasons for the beginning of the fertility transition, but during
the time it was created the ethnic symbiosis and pervasion of cultural norms, and thus fertil-
ity models. However, a smaller number of papers dealt with the numerical demonstration of
Vlach’s influence on the demographic development of the Serbian population.

Indicators of demographic aging of selected Vlach and Serbian settlements of the munici-
palities of Eastern Serbia for 2011 shows that both the Serbian and Vlach populations are
extremely old, and that the ageing process itself is extremely high today. In the case of
settlements of both ethnicities, the participation of the young population is more than twice
lower than the persons over 60, which clearly indicates that a possible process of intensive
efforts to revitalize this area would be difficult and therefore impossible. When comparing
the data of Serb and Vlach settlements, it can be concluded that there are differences and
that the biggest are within the ageing index and participation of old population, while the
difference between the young populations is significantly lower. From this it follows that
the Serb population has significantly adopted the model of the demographic ageing of the
Vlach population with very low participation of young people, while the existence of bigger
differences in the participation of young people is actually a kind of demographic momen-
tum, where a significant part of the middle-aged Vlach population had already entered the
contingent of the old population, while in the case of Serbian, this process could be expected
soon. The best proof of this is the complete homogenization of all Vlach settlements accord-
ing to the participation of persons over 60 years of age, while in the case of Serb settlements
this difference ranges from 29% in Kucajna to 42.8% of the total population of Dupljane.
Central evidence of the impact of the restrictive reproductive model of the minority Vlach
population on the demographic development of the majority Serb population is the existence
of differences with respect to data for the whole of Eastern Serbia (Figure 1). The values of
indicators of the ageing process in selected settlements, in which the Serb population consti-
tutes the majority, are closer to the values of selected settlements in the same municipalities
in which Vlachs constitutes the majority, than the total population of Eastern Serbia. This un-
doubtedly indicates that the minority Vlach population has an influence on the demographic
development of the majority Serbian, which over time is increasingly accepting its type of
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demographic development and within that also the socio-cultural specificities and norms of
this minority ethnos.
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Graph 3. Birth rates in selected municipalities of Eastern Serbia, 1960 — 2017

Source: Republic Bureau of Statistics, Natural movement of population of the Republic of Serbia (data for
municipalities), 1961 —2010 andMunicipalities and Regions in the Republic of Serbia 2011-2018

One of the key modifiers of the ageing process is the birth rate. Theoretical studies have
shown that changes in reproductive standards and the rate of fertility were the decisive factor
for changing the age structure of a population and causing the demographic ageing process
of a population (Penev, 1997). This deterministic basis confirms the previously brought con-
clusion that the biggest influence of the minority Vlach population on the demographic de-
velopment of the entire population was precisely through a specific, restrictive birth model,
which was increasingly accepted by the Serb population over time.

The area of Eastern Serbia in the second half of the 20th century was affected by the process
of biological depopulation, which indicated the beginning of the demographic transition.
The decline in the overall birth rate in the period from 1960 to 2017 felt the entire Eastern
Serbia region, however, some differences can be found among the selected municipalities.
The cause of such early depopulation in this area also points to some different patterns of
population behavior, such as the already mentioned “one child” system, which caused that
the decline of birth rate first begin in those environments where the Vlach population is more
numerous. It is not possible to know which of the factors had influence on the accelerated
decline in birth rates in Eastern Serbia, but it can be observed a positive correlation of the
declining birth rates inthose municipalities where Vlachs represent a slightly bigger partic-
ipation of the population (15 to 25%). The somewhat earlier onset of the fertility transition
was particularly influenced by ethno-demographic factors and differences between ethnic,
cultural, social, psychological, economic and other Vlach norms. During the time, there has
been a decrease in birth rates between Serbian and Vlach municipalities. Also throughout the
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whole period, it is noticeable that the Serbian municipalities significantly tend to the average
birth rates of Vlachs population than the average birth rates for the entire Republic of Serbia
(Graph 3). This is additional evidence of the influence of the ethno-cultural norms of the
Vlach population on the Serb population. The results showed that a restrictive policy of lim-
iting the birth of Vlachs has influenced on the processes of demographic ageing of the ma-
jority Serb population. An analysis pointing to the high intensity of the Vlach population’s
influence on the overall demographic development of Eastern Serbia is receiving particular
attention, given that with an average age of 51.3 years and an aging index of 3.47, Vlachs
represent one of the oldest nationalities in the territory of the Republic of Serbia. Such values
indicate the irreversible process of Vlachs population development, and that no measure of
population policy can influence the change of the trend.

Conclusion

Exploring the ethno-demographic characteristics of the population is a very complex task
that requires a multidisciplinary methodological approach and finding additional data sourc-
es. This is especially pronounced when collecting demographic statistics by ethnicity. The
cultural specificity of the Vlach population to conceal their nationality and frequent changes
in declaring their ethnicity, caused that official statistics can only be considered correct with
reserve, which affects the scientific precision in monitoring their demographic characteris-
tics. Therefore, a special methodological approach of comparing the values of ageing indi-
cators for ten Serbian and ten Vlach villages was used in the paper. In this paper, by using
this methodological approach, the impact of restrictive reproductive norms of the minority
Vlach population on the correction of the demographic development of the majority Serb
population is demonstrated. The main influence in this was the retention of traditional socio -
cultural norms of the civilization heritage. The preservation of such traditional norms is par-
ticularly specific for the Vlach population and has had a direct impact on the early onset of
the fertility transition. One child system, traditional forms of abortion and contraception rep-
resent direct ways in which the Vlach population influenced their own reproductive norms,
which during the time caused the process of biological depopulation of this area. Due to the
long-term decline in fertility rates and their retention at a very low level, the population of
Eastern Serbia today has a very unfavorable age structure with twice higher participation of
the old compared to the young population.
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