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church in the Internet memes, Milo$ Jovanovi¢ (University
of Ni§, Faculty of Philosophy, Serbia)

‘National’ medievality in history textbooks in post-Yugoslav
countries, Sergej Flere (University of Maribor, Slovenia)

Discussion

SESSION 13: DISCURSIVE FRAMING OF CULTURAL
CLEAVAGES IN POST-YUGOSLAV SOCIETIES

(4th floor Hall)

Marjan Ivkovi¢,

Institute for Philosophy and Social Theory



44 Sociological Perspectives on Contemporary Post-Yugoslav Societies

Amila Zdralovi¢"

Faculty of Law, University of Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina
Nikola Joci¢™

Faculty of Geography, University of Belgrade, Serbia

Tatjana Zarkovi¢™
Faculty of Philosophy, Department of Sociology, University of
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

CITY SPACE AS A DEMOCRATIC SPACE? THE CASE OF THE
PRIDE PARADE IN SARAJEVO AND BELGRADE

Participatory democratic practices happen as a part of everyday life as
the problem of power does not primarily concern sovereignty but our bod-
ies, our existence, our everyday life (Foucault 2012, 167). Therefore, par-
ticipatory democratic practices must also be spatial, and the rethinking of
democratic connections must consider spatial thinking in terms of physical
public space as “empty” and open (Hoskyns 2014). On the other side, public
spaces are appropriated materially and symbolically (Bourdieu 1991), lead-
ing to the inevitable hierarchization of public spaces, thus giving legitimacy
to the exclusion of certain groups. The tension between the demands of de-
mocracy and reality reflects the willingness to include everyone in demo-
cratic processes. The democratic transition in Eastern and Central Europe,
therefore, raises the question of public spaces in urban areas, which directly
affects and reflects both architectural and political issues. Citizenship is one
of the most imprecise concepts in social theory and, as a research problem,
it can refer to the legal status of an individual, social and class stratum,
identity, and social and political activism (Vasiljevi¢ 2016). The Pride Pa-
rade insists on the civic model through visibility and activism, and it seems
to become more problematic the more democracy is degraded. B&H and
Serbia have shown significantly different stages of development since 1992.
How this is reflected in the attitudes and practices towards the use of space
for expressing resistance and visibility will be shown in the example of the
Pride Parade in Belgrade and Sarajevo from the period of the first parades.
Public urban space is a place where people of different social and economic
classes necessarily meet and confront (Harvey 2006). Collective history is
inscribed in public space (Lapple 1991, Klamt 2012), which has significant
social effects on the very practices of use.
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